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SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASES — PREMIER’S COMMENTS 

214. Mr B.S. WYATT to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. I refer again to the Public Health and Clinical Services “Quarterly Surveillance 
Report”, which also found that between 2000 and 2014, and I quote — 

The gonorrhoea notification rate decreased by 19% among Aboriginal people and increased by 
47% among non-Aboriginal people, resulting in a lower rate ratio compared to the previous 12-month 
period. 

Will the Premier also be withdrawing municipal and essential services from those non-Aboriginal communities 
in which the rates of gonorrhoea are clearly surging? 
Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
Can I give the member a little statistics lesson? Look at the actual rates, not the rate of change of the rates. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: No, he should look at the actual rate. That is a very poor effort with statistics. 
Mr B.S. Wyatt: You’re slurring people and you know it! 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: No, I am not. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park! We have the wall of noise. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: That is a dishonest use of statistics, because the comparison is the actual rate, not relative 
movements in the rate. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Armadale, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park, I am on my feet. I call you to order for the first time. Premier, 
through the Chair—a short answer. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker, I have nothing more to add, other than the fact — 
Mr J.R. Quigley interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Butler, I call you to order for the second time. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: It will be this government, the Liberal–National government — 
Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 

Withdrawal of Remark 

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany, withdraw that statement, please 

Mr P.B. WATSON: I withdraw. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
The SPEAKER: I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It will be this government, the Liberal–National government, that will do more than the 
former Labor government ever did to improve the condition of Aboriginal people. We will not run away from 
the facts. What we are seeing opposite — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Mandurah, I call you to order for the first time, and the member for Armadale for 
the second time. Can you wind this up through the Chair, please. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: What we are seeing opposite is a big part of the problem—denial. They are in denial. 

Point of Order 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: The facts referred to by the member — 
The SPEAKER: That is not a point of order. 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Sorry, you have not heard my point of order, Mr Speaker. 
The SPEAKER: Well I have, because you are going to trawl through the question. 
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Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Mr Speaker, I think I deserve to have my point of order heard. 
Those facts clearly demonstrate that the Premier has misled the house in saying that there is not a single case of 
gonorrhoea outside the Aboriginal community. That is clearly not true. He misled the house when he said that 
and I call upon you to ask him to correct that statement and apologise. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Midland, that is not a point of order. 
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